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This CPD Live Session carries 1 CPD point. 

It is free of charge for Members of the Bar, pupils in chambers, and law students, but 
advance registration is required.  The registration fee for non-Members is RM60.  

Upon successful registration, a link to the CPD Live Session will be emailed to registered 
participants only.  Registration will close at 3:00 pm, 21 May 2020 (Thursday).   

No additional registration will be accepted once the closing date has passed, or if the CPD Live 
Session is full. 

The CPD Department may not permit future registration if you fail to attend a CPD Live Session 
after registering, unless you provide an acceptable and valid reason(s). 
 

Register online here 

https://cpd.malaysianbar.org.my/product/virtual-hearings-of-criminal-matters-a-necessity-in-the-face-of-adversity/
https://cpd.malaysianbar.org.my/product/virtual-hearings-of-criminal-matters-a-necessity-in-the-face-of-adversity/


It has been argued that access to justice would be disrupted if virtual hearings replace 
conventional face-to-face hearings.  Is this true or is it a mere cliché? 
  
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, are we still in a position to insist on a face-to-face 
hearing in a physical courtroom, or is it time for us to be innovative in embracing technology and 
thus proceed with virtual hearings?  
  
These are real questions that need answers, and in order to do so, we have brought together 
three speakers — a Deputy Public Prosecutor and two defence counsel — to share with us their 
thoughts on this important issue.  

CPD Live is an initiative by the Bar Council during the Movement Control Order, so that 
Members and pupils are not deprived of continuous learning even during these times.  

Come join CPD Live at the comfort of your own home!   

Speakers 
 

Saiful Hazmi bin Mohd Saad is currently a Deputy Public Prosecutor from 
the General Crime and Public Order Unit of the Prosecution Division, 
Attorney General’s Chambers.  He was admitted as an advocate and 
solicitor of the High Court of Malaya and used to serve as a Deputy Public 
Prosecutor in Kuala Lumpur and in Kelantan, and the Anti-Corruption 
Agency Malaysia (“ACA”), now known as the Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission (“MACC”). 

 

Dev Kumaraendran was admitted as advocate and solicitor to the 
Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn in 2000 and the High Court of 
Malaya in 2001.  He has been an active member of the Criminal Bar 
ever since, and throughout his 19-year career, he has undertaken all 
criminal briefs, specialising in offences of murder, drug trafficking, 
kidnapping and white collar crimes ranging from cases heard at the 
Magistrates’ Court to the Federal Court.  

He served as Secretary of the Penang Bar Committee from 2007 to 
2013 and is Chairman of the Penang Bar’s Continuing Professional 
Development Subcommittee from 2019 to 2021.  Dev is also on the Bar 

Council’s Criminal Law Committee (2009–2013, 2019–2021) and Continuing Professional 
Development Committee (2019–2021).  In 2005, he was appointed by the Penang Bar Legal Aid 
Committee to establish and run the first Dock Brief Programme outside of Kuala Lumpur, setting 
up and training the first batch of students from 2005 till 2007. 

Dev has been a certified Bar Council Trainer for Criminal Advocacy since 2016. 



 

Suzana Norlihan was admitted as an advocate and solicitor in the High 
Court of Malaya in 2001, and has since been handling only criminal trials 
and criminal appeals involving offences under the Penal Code such as 
murder, rape, robbery, theft, etc; as well as offences related to the 
Dangerous Drugs (Special Preventive Measures) Act 1985; Arms Act 
1960; Firearms (Increased Penalties) Act 1971; Kidnapping Act 1961; 
Anti-Money Laundering, Anti-Terrorism Financing and Proceeds of 
Unlawful Activities Act 2001 (“AMLA”); Internal Security Act 1960 
(replaced by the Security Offences (Special Measures) Act 2012); 
Prevention of Crime Act 1959 (“POCA”), and others.  Some of her cases 
have been reported in the newspapers and law journals, and these have 
become references for other cases in Malaysia. 

Moderator  

Muhammad Rafique Rashid Ali read Law at the International Islamic 
University Malaysia (“IIUM”) and graduated with a Bachelor of Law 
(Honours) degree in 2001. 

Rafique is an active Member of the Bar and has been a member of the 
Bar Council for two terms, successfully running and being selected as a 
Council Member from the floor.  He is currently the Co-Chairperson of the 
Bar Council Independent Police Complaints and Misconduct Commission 
(“IPCMC”) Committee as well as the Co-Chairperson of the Sports 
Committee.  He also serves as the Deputy Chairperson of the Criminal 
Law Committee. 

Rafique is a regular speaker at Bar events and has an effusive attitude 
when it comes to advocacy and courtroom skills. He is also an avid trainer of advocacy courses, 
ever willing to impart knowledge to other Members of the Bar. 

He acts as counsel for appellate briefs and issues pertaining to criminal law and human rights.  
He still takes on court-assigned capital punishment matters, and at times still walks into 
courtrooms on a pro bono basis. 

If you have any enquiries, please email us at: cpd@malaysianbar.org.my. 
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